2. About Japanese accent

 We have introduced all the vowels of Japanese. But before we go on with our lesson and introduce you the consonants, we must explain a little about Japanese accent.
 We have until now exercised only simple one-syllable words, but from now on we are going to introduce you two-syllable words and the problem of accent arises with them. 
 Japanese accent means a change of tone. One syllable of a two-syllable word is pronounced in a higher tone than the other. With some words, the first syllable is pronounced in a higher tone than the other and with others the second is higher. The patterns of this difference are fixed and you must remember them when you learn new words.

Exercises (6)

Words in which the first syllable is higher:

asa (morning), aki (autumn), aka (red), ame (rain),iki (breath), ito (thread), ima (now), eki (a station)

Words in which the second syllable is higher:

asa (hemp), aki (vacancy, opening), ame (a candy), iki (going to somewhere), uta (a song ), oto (sound ), oni ( a Japanese devil with two horns on the head ), eki ( a kind of Japanese fortune telling ) 

Notes:
(1) You will notice from the examples above the contrast of the high and low tones of the syllables and how the meaning of the words are distinguished by them.
 We introduce you here only the simple and basic patterns of contrast. More complicated patterns will be introduced later.
 The patterns presented here are those of standard Japanese. Dialects of Japanese have often different patterns. For example, Osaka dialect has sometimes patterns of reversed high and low pitches when compared with the standard Japanese or Tokyo dialect.


(4)
(2) Japanese accent consists of shifts of high and low pitches. This is exactly what is observed in the melody of songs. As everybody knows the melody of songs are noted on music paper. Why not note also Japanese accents on music paper? It will help you to grasp what the Japanese accents are like. Here are some examples showing on music paper the accent patterns of some of the words above cited.
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