13. The contrast of aru and nai


 nai is the opposite of aru. nai means nonexistence or absence of something while aru means existence or presence. Nai is also contrastive to aru in that it is an adjective while aru is a verb. You already know that verbs change their monologic form into polite dialogic form by combining with masu, for example arimasu (something is), imasu (somebody is), kakimasu (somebody writes), kaimasu (somebody buys),etc., while nouns and adjectives form the polite dialogic expression together with desu, for example samui desu (it is cold), atui desu (it is hot), kore wa ringo desu (this is an apple), watasi wa Yamada desu (I am Yamada), etc.

aru and nai contrasted:  In the examples below, you will notice that the particles ga and wa are also contrasted in positive and negative expressions. The distinction between them will be explained in a later chapter.

Teeburu no ue ni ringo ga aru.  There is an apple on the table (literally on the top of the table)
Teeburu no ue ni ringo ga arimasu.

Teeburu no ueni ringo wa nai.  There is no apple on the table.
Teeburu no ueni ringo wa nai desu.

Heya no naka ni beddo ga aru.  There is a bed in the room.
Heya no naka ni beddo ga arimasu.

Heya no naka ni beddo wa nai.  There is no bed in the room.
Heya no naka ni beddo wa nai desu.

Eki no mae (front) ni takai biru ga aru.  There is a tall building in front of the station. (Biru is short for building or birudingu in Japanese pronunciation.)
Eki no mae ni takai biru ga arimasu.  
Eki no mae ni takai biru wa nai.  There is no tall building in front of the station.
Eki no mae ni takai biru wa nai desu.
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Kono mati (a city, a town) ni atarasii gekizyoo (a theater) ga aru.  There is a new theater 
in this city
Kono mati ni atarasii gekizyoo ga arimasu.
Kono mati ni gekizyoo wa nai.     There is no theater in this city.
Kono mati ni gekizyoo wa nai desu.

Tikaku (neighborhood) ni ginkoo ga aru.   There is a bank nearby.
Tikaku ni ginkoo ga arimasu.
Tikaku ni ginkoo wa nai.   There is no bank nearby.
Tikaku ni ginkoo wa nai desu.

Watasi no baggu wa kuruma no naka ni aru.  My bag is in the car.
Watasi no baggu wa kuruma no naka ni arimasu.
Watasi no baggu wa kuruma no naka ni nai.  My bag isn’t in the car.
Watasi no baggu wa kuruma no naka ni nai desu.

Anata no tokei wa tukue no ue ni aru.   Your watch is on the desk.
Anata no tokei wa tukue no ue ni arimasu.
Anata no tokei wa tukue no ue ni nai.   Your watch isn’t on the desk.
Anata no tokei wa tukue no ue ni nai desu.

Exersises32: Change the following into negative expressions replacing aru with nai .

(1) Kono heya ni piano ga aru.  There is a piano in this room.
(2) Kuruma no naka ni saihu ga aru.   There is a wallet in the car.
(3) Tukue no hikidasi no naka ni baggu ga aru.  There is a bag in the drawer of the desk.
(4) Kono sima ni kazan ga aru.    There is a volcano in this island.
(5) Kono sima ni kuukoo ga aru.There is an airport in this island. (This island has an airport.)  
(6) Kono wakusei ni eisei ga aru.   This planet has a satellite.
(7) Watasi no heya wa nikai ni aru.  My room is on the second floor.
(8) Watasi no kuruma wa gareezi (gareeji) ni aru.  My car is in the garage.
(9) Anata no boosi wa beddo no ueni aru.  Your hat is on the bed.
(10) Anata no kasa wa kuruma no naka ni aru.  Your umbrella is in the car.
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