19. te, an inflected form of ta

 The past tense marker ta is used when the sentence is concluded in past tense. But when the sentence does not stop with ta, but continues for another statement, ta at the end of the first clause shifts to te. For exemple:

Obama san wa sensyuu Nihon ni tuita.  Mr.Obama arrived to Japan last week.
Obama san wa sensyuu Nihon ni tuite, kinoo Amerika ni kaetta.  Mr.Obama arrived to Japan last week and returned to America yesterday.
(inflection: tuku (to arrive)—tuki masu—tuka nai—tui ta—tui te; kaeru (to return)—kaeri masu—kaera nai—kaet ta—kaet te)
Obama san wa sensyuu Nihon ni tuki masita.  Mr.Obama arrived to Japan last week.
Obama san wa sensyuu Nihon ni tuite, kinoo Amerika ni kaeri masita.

Notes 1:
 You need not to be polite twice in one sentence. When you have two statements and two verbs in one sentence, you have to use masu only once with the last verb. You need not say: Obama san wa sensyuu Nihon ni tuki masite, kinoo Amerika ni kaeri masita.

 You can repeat the –te clause as many times as you like.

Kesa wa go-zi ni oki ta. Roku-zi ni tyoosyoku o tabe ta. Hati-zi ni ie o de ta.  This morning I got up at 5. I had breakfast at 6. I left my house at 8.
Kesa wa go-zi ni oki te, roku-zi ni tyoosyoku o tabe te, hati-zi ni ie o de ta.

Kesa wa go-zi ni oki masita. Roku-zi ni tyoosyoku o tabe masita. Hati-zi ni ie o de masita. 
Kesa wa go-zi ni oki te, roku-zi ni tyoosyoku o tabe te, hati-zi ni ie o de masita.  I got up at 5 this morning, had breakfast at 6 and left home at 8.

Notes 2:
 Te can be used not only in the past tense, but also in the present and future tense. You will wonder why. The reason is that ta and te do not, exactly speaking, indicate the past. It indicates the realization or perfection of the action represented by the verb. What is realized or perfected is easily switches to the past and that is why ta is usually 
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used for the past tense. But te is used for nonpast tense more freely and frequently than 
ta. 

Anata ga haru (spring) ni Nihon ni ki (to come) ta ra (if), sakura (cherry) no hana (flower) o mi (to see) ni iki (to go) masyoo (will).  If you come to Japan in spring, we will go to see cherry blossoms.
Taroo wa mainiti (every day) hati-zi ni gakkoo e iki masu. Taro goes to school at eight every day.
Taroo wa mainiti hati-zi ni gakkoo e itte, go-zi ni ie ni kaeri masu.  Taro goes to school at eight and comes home at five every day.

Exercises 42 :  Combine each pair of sentences into one using te.

(1) Terebi o mi masita. Zyuu-zi ni ne masita.  I watched TV. I went to bed at ten. (miru—mi masu—mi ta— mi te; to see, to look, to watch)
(2) Yuube zyuu-zi ni ne masita.  Kesa roku-zi ni oki masita.  I went to bed at ten last night. I got up at six this morning. (neru—ne masu—ne ta—ne te; to lie down, to go to bed)
(3) Kesa siti-zi ni oki masita. Hati-zi ni tyoosyoku o tabe masita.  This morning I got up at seven. I had breakfast at eight. (okiru—oki masu—oki ta—oki te; to get up)
(4) Titi wa yuube zyuuiti-zi ni kaeri masita. Sugu ni (immediately) ne masita. Father came home at 11 last night. He went to bed immediately. (kaeru—kaeri masu—kaet ta—kaet te; to come home, to come back)
(5) Nimotu o moti masita. Eki e iki masita.　I carried the baggage. I went to the station.→ I went to the station carrying a baggage. (motu—moti masu—mot ta—mot te; to hold in hand, to carry)
(6) Aruki masita. Gakkoo e iki masita. I walked. I went to school. →　I walked to school (I went to school on foot). (aruku—aruki masu—arui ta—arui te; to walk)
(7) Hasiri masita. Eki e iki masita.　I ran. I went to the station. → I ran to the station (I went to the station running).
(8) Taroo wa oyogi masita. Kawa (river) o watari masita. Taro swam. He crossed the river. →　Taro swam across the river. (Taro crossed the river swimming). (oyogu—oyogi masu—oyoi da—oyoi de; to swim)
(9) Akari (light) o kesi masita. Ne masita. I turned off the light. I went to bed. (kesu—

-64-
kesi masu—kesi ta—kesi te; to turn off)
(10) Koomori (a bat) wa tyoo-ompa (supersonic wave) o tukai masu. Ziyuu ni (freely) kurai (dark) dookutu (a cave) no naka o tobi masu.  A bat uses supersonic wave. It flies freely in the dark cave. (tukau—tukai masu—tukat ta—tukat te; to use)

Exercisese 43: Say the following in Japanese using –te in polite dialogic form with –masu. Take care that masu is used only once at the end of the sentence.

(1) I cut the bread and ate it.  (cut; kiru—kit te, eat; taberu—tabe masu—tabe masita)
(2) I opened the window and looked outside. (open; akeru—ake te, look; miru—mi masu—mi masita, outside; soto, look outside; soto o miru)
(3) I entered the room and turned on the light. (enter; hairu—hait te, enter the room; heya ni hairu, turn on; tukeru—tuke masu—tuke masita, light; akari, denki)
(4) Taro entered the room and opened the window immediately.
(5) Taro came home late and went to bed immediately. (come home late; osoku kaeru)
(6) Taro drank wine and went to bed. (drink wine; wain o nomu—wain o nonde)
(7) Taro took medicine and cured his illness. (take medicine; kusuri o nomu—kusuri o nonde), (cure illness; byooki o naosu—byooki o naosi masu—byooki o naosi masita)
(8) Taro borrowed money from a bank and bought a car. (borrow money; kane o kariru—kane o kari masu—kane o kari ta—kane o kari te), (from a bank; ginkoo kara), (buy a car; kuruma o kau—kuruma o kai masu—kuruma o kai masita)
(9) Taro opened the book and started reading it. (open the book; hon o hiraku—hon o hirai ta—hon o hirai te), (start reading; yomi hazimeru—yomi hazime masu—yomi hazime masita)
[bookmark: _GoBack](10) Taro studied medicine and became a doctor. (study medicine; igaku o benkyoo suru—igaku o benkyoo si ta—igaku o benkyoo site), (become a doctor; isya ni naru—isya ni nari masu—isya ni nari masita)
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