SPOKEN JAPANESE


1. Japanese vowels

　There are five vowels in Japanese: / a /, / i /, / u /, /e /, / o / 

(1) The vowel / a /
You pronounce / a / while opening your mouth. Just open your mouth without any effort with the lips or tongue.

Exercse 1:

Pronounce the following  words.

ka (a mosquito), sa (difference), ta (rice field), na (a name),  ha (a tooth, a blade, a leaf), ma (an interval, a room), ya (an arrow), wa (a ring)

Notes:  When you pronounce 〔 a 〕,  it is not important how wide the mouth is opened. Note that the mouth is somewhat differently opened when you pronounce えeach of the words above cited. For example, wa is pronounced usually with the lips opened less widely than ka.

(2) The vowel /u/

  You pronounce / u / while closing your mouth. Just close your mouth without any effort with the lips or tongue. Of course the mouth is not perfectly shut down, the upper and the lower parts of the mouth (the upper and the lower lips, the palate and the tongue) are kept open closely apart with a minimum of space left so as to produce the sound.

Exercise 2:

Pronounce the following words.
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(1) u (a cormorant), (2) su (a nest), (3) yu (hot water)

Notes: Japanese /u/ is a little different from that of many other languages. For example, / u / in English put, full, book, etc. is pronounced with the lips rounded and protruded and the back of the tongue elevated, but with the Japanese / u / these movements of the lips and the tongue do not take place.

(3) The vowel /o/
  Japanese /o/ is like the vowel in hot, pot, etc. pronounced by British people. It is pronounced with the lips rounded, but the back of the tongue is not elevated.

Exercises 3:

Pronounce the following words:

(1) o (a tail ), (2) ko (a child), (3) to (a door ), (4) no (field ), (5) mo ( waterweed ), (6) ho (a sail), (7) yo (a night )

(4) The vowel / i /
 Japanese /i/ is like the vowel in English beat, heat, etc., but not so long as it.  The articulation of / i / is contrastive to that of / o /; when you articulate / i /, the lips are strained toward right and left leaving a narrow space between them, while, when you articulate / o /, they are strained toward up and down and, as a result, the both ends of the lips are drawn toward the center of the mouth and, as a result, the opening of the lips is somewhat rounded.

Exercises 4:

( 1 ) i ( a stomach ), ki ( a tree ), ni ( a load ), hi ( the sun, a day ), mi ( a fruit, a body )

Notes: 

(5) The vowel / e /:
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Japanese / e / is pronounced approximately in the same way as the vowel in English bed, get, etc.

Exercises (5):

( 1 ) e (a picture), ke (hair ), se (back of the body ), te ( a hand ), ne ( a root ), me ( an eye )

Notes:
[bookmark: _GoBack] / e /  is a middle vowel between / a / and / i / and so the opening of the lips and the position of the tongue are intermediate between / a / and / e /.
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