3. Japanese consonants (1)

Consonants are sounds that form words in combination with vowels. In Japanese they do not usually appear alone separately from vowels.

(1) The consonant / k /

 / k / is the same as the English /k/ as in keep, kind, key, etc. It is pronounced by pressing the back of the tongue against the back part of the palate called soft palate or velum.

Exercises 7: 
 
Pronounce the following words. Be careful about the accent. The high tones are indicated with block letters.

kaki (an oyster ), kaku ( to write ), koe ( voice ), koi ( a carp ), ike ( a pond ), iki ( breath ), eki ( a station ), aki ( autumn ), aka ( red ), oke ( a tub ) 

kaki ( a kind of Japanese fruit ), kiku ( to listen ),  kao ( a face ), aka ( dirt on the skin ), ika ( a cuttlefish ), uku ( to float ), iku ( to go ), oku ( to place ), oka ( a hill ) 

(2) The consonant / t /

/ t / is produced, like / k /, by the closing of breath in the mouth. The closing is made by pressing the tip of the tongue against the gum. / t / is emitted when the vowel combined with it comes out. Combined with five vowels, it forms five syllables: / ta /, / ti /, / tu /, / te /, / to /. There are some problems to be explained later with the syllables /ti / and / tu /, so we start the exercise with / ta /, / te /, / to /.

Exercise 8:

tako ( a kite ), teko ( a lever ), toku ( to untie ), kata ( shoulders ), koto ( a Japanese harp ), ato ( after ), ito ( thread ), ita ( a board )
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taka ( a hawk ), taki ( a waterfall ), kita ( the north ), teki ( an enemy ), toki ( time ), uta ( a song ), oto ( sound )
 
Japanese / ti / is not a normal combination of / t / and / i /. It is not like English / ti / as 
in ticket, till, tip, etc. It is often spelled / chi /, because it is a little like English / chi /, as in chip, chin, chicken, etc. It is articulated approximately at the middle of English / ti / and / chi /. This Japanese course does not adopt the / chi / spelling because / ti / represents better the consistency of Japanese grammar. Keep in mind / ti / is not pronounced like English / ti / but a little like / chi /.

Exercise 9:

ti (blood), tii (status),  tiku (a district), iti (position ), keti (a stingy person ), kati (value )

tie (wisdom), uti (inside, home), kuti (a mouth)

 What was said above about / ti / is true also about / tu /. Japanese / tu / is a little different from English / tu / as in took, tour, tour, too, tool, etc. The tip of the tongue presses the gum, at a little farther back point of the gum, approximately at the same point as / ti /. It is spelled often / tsu / which we do not adopt because the spelling / tu / is more useful to understand the consistency of inflections of Japanese verbs.

Exercise 10:

tue ( a walking stick ), tuku ( to arrive ), tatu ( to stand ), katu ( to win ), itu ( when ), utu ( to hit ), 

[bookmark: _GoBack]tuki (the moon ), tutu (a pipe ), tuta (ivy ), tuti (soil ), kutu (shoes ), tetu (iron )
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