11. The particle de and the interrogative nani


 Among a number of usages of de, we are going to study in this chapter only two: means and location.

1. Means

Pan o naihu de kiru.  I cut bread with a knife.
 Pan o naihu de kirimasu.  

 You can say also:

 Naihu de pan o kiru.  I cut bread with a knife.
 Naihu de pan o kirimasu.

 Pen de tegami o kaku.  I write a letter with a pen.
 Pen de tegami o kakimasu.

 Basu de gakkoo e iku.  I go to school by bus.
 Basu de gakkoo e ikimasu.

 Naihu de nani o kiru ka?  What do you cut with a knife?
 Kami o kiru.              I cut paper.
 Naihu de nani o kirimasu ka? 
 Kami o kirimasu.

 Nani de niku o kiru ka?  By what do you cut meat?
 Naihu de kiru.           I cut with knife.
 Nani de niku o kirimasu ka?
 Naihu de kirimasu.

Exercises 30:
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(1) Supuun (a spoon) de taberu (to eat).  
   Supuun de tabemasu.
(2) Hasi (chopsticks) de taberu ka?  
   Un hasi de taberu.          
 Hasi de tabemasu ka? 
 Hai, hasi de tabemasu.
(3) Nani de taberu ka?     
   Hasi de taberu.         
   Nani de tabemasu ka?
   Hasi de tabemasu.
(4) Nani de kono himo (string) o kiru?   
   Naihu de kiru.                      
 Nani de kono himo o kirimasu ka?
 Naihu de kirimasu.
(5) Mainiti (every day) densya (train) de gakkoo e iku.  
   Mainiti densya de gakkoo e ikimasu.
(6) Asu (tomorrow) sinkansen de Ooska e iku.
   Asu sinkansen de Oosaka e ikimasu.
(7) Eigo (English) de hanasu (to speak) ka?
   Un, eigo de hanasu.
Eigo de hanasimasu ka?
Hai, eigo de hanasimasu.
(8) Nihongo (Japanese) de kaku (write) ka?
   Iya (No), eigo de kaku.
   Nihongo de kakimasu ka?
   Iie (No), eigo de kakimasu.
(9) Te (a hand, hands) de aruku ka?
   Iya, asi de aruku.
   Te de arukimasu ka?
   Iie, asi de arukimasu.
(10) Mimi de miru ka?
    Iya, me de miru.
    Mimi de mimasu ka?
    Iie, me de mimasu.
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Exercises 31:

(1) I cut the bread (pan) with a knife.
(2) I cut the bread with this knife.
(3) I cut this bread with a knife.
(4) Do you cut this bread (kono pan) with a knife ?
   Yes, I cut with a knife.
(5) What do you cut this bread with?
   I cut it with a knife.
(6) Do you write a letter (tegami) with a pencil (empitu)?
   No, I write with a pen (pen).
(7) Do you write a letter with this pen?
   Yes, I write with this pen.
(8) What do you write a letter with?
   I write with a pen.
(9) Do you write a letter in English (eigo de)?
   Yes, I write in English.L
(10) In what language (nanigo de) do you write a letter?
    I write in Japanese.

2. Location
 
  While the particle ni indicates a place where something exists for a comparatively long time, the particle de relates to a place where some action takes place for a comparatively short time.

Kodomo-tati (children) wa kooen (a park) de asobu (to play).  The children play in the park.
Kodomo-tati wa kooen de asobimasu.

Watasi-tati wa ie de terebi o miru.  We watch TV at home.
Watasi-tati wa ie de terebi o mimasu.

Pan o doko de kau ka?  Where do you buy bread?
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Pan-ya (a bakery) de kau.  I buy at a bakery.
Pan o doko de kaimasu ka?
Pan-ya de kaimasu.

Tyoosyoku (breakfast) o doko de taberu (eat) ka?  Where do you have your breakfast?
Watasi no heya de taberu.        I have in my room.
Tyoosyoku o doko de tabemasu ka?
Watasi no heya de tabemasu.

Yuusyoku o doko de taberu ka?  Where do you have your dinner?
Resutoran de taberu.           I have at a restaurant.
Yuusyoku o doko de tabemasu ka?
Resutoran de tabemasu.

Exercises 32: Change the following monological expressions into polite dialogical ones using masu.

(1) Kippu (ticket) o doko de kau ka?  
   Eki (station) de kau.
(2) Doko de kippu o kau ka?
   Eki de kau.
(3) Seito-tati wa kyoositu de uta (song) o utau (to sing).　　(utau→utaimasu)
(4) Konsaato de (at the concert) nani o utau ka?
   Nihon no uta (a Japanese song) o utau.
(5) Tori (bird) wa doko de neru (to sleep) ka?  (neru→nemasu)
   Ki (tree) no eda (branch) de neru.
(6) Doko de ki o kiru (to cut down) ka? 
   Mori (forest)de kiru.
(7) Doko de oyogu (to swim) ka?   (oyogu→oyogimasu)
   Puuru de oyogu.
(8) Kodomo-tati wa doko de asobu (to play) ka?   (asobu→asobimasu)
   Kooen (park) de asobu.
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