12. The combination de aru; the demonstrative pronoun kore

 Different from the combination ni aru, de aru is copula verb. You will understand its usages through the following examples.

Inu wa doobutu de aru.  A dog is an animal.
Tomato wa yasai de aru.  A tomato is a vegetable.
Ringo wa kudamono de aru.  An apple is a fruit.
Tikyuu wa wakusei de aru.  The earth is a planet.
Tikyuu wa taiyookei no wakusei de aru.  The earth is a planet of the solar system.
Taiyoo wa taiyookei no tyuusin de aru.  The sun is the center of the solar system.
Tuki wa tikyuu no eisei de aru.  The moon is a satellite of the earth.

 You can say the above expressions in polite dialogic form by changing de aru into de arimasu. For example, Tuki wa tikyuu no eisei de arimasu. These two forms are orthodox and formal expressions. But through very frequent use, this copula verb developed abbreviated forms.
 de aru was abbreviated to da and de arimasu to desu.
Employing these abbreviated forms, we have the following equivalents for the examples above.

Inu wa doobutu da.
Inu wa doobutu desu.

Tomato wa yasai da.
Tomato wa yasai desu.	

Ringo wa kudamono da.
Ringo wa kudamono desu.

Tikyuu wa wakusei da.
Tikyuu wa wakusei desu.

Tikyuu wa taiyookei no wakusei da.
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Tikyuu wa taiyookei no wakusei desu.

Taiyoo wa taiyookei no tyuusin da.
Taiyoo wa taiyookei no tyuusin desu.

Tuki wa tikyuu no eisei da.
Tuki wa tikyuu no eisei desu.

 As a result we have four choices for the copula verb:

  de aru
  de arimasu

  da
  desu

 de aru and de arimasu are formal expressions and are not used in usual conversation. de aru is usually used in written language and de arimasu in formal speech such as an address.
 da is more casual than de aru. It is used in casual style of writing but is usually used in casual conversations and desu in polite style of conversation.
 Notice that da is omitted in questions, while there is no omission in other forms. 
Kore wa anata no kasa da.  This is your umbrella.
Kore wa anata no kasa ka?  Is this your umbrella?  ( kasa da ka? is impossible.)
 Compare the following interrogative expressions.
Huzi-san wa kazan de aru ka?  Is Mount Fuji a volcano?
Huzi-san wa kazan de arimasu ka?  
Huzi-san wa kazan ka?
Huzi-san wa kazan desu ka?

Exercises 30: Give polite dialogic equivalents for the following, using desu.

(1) Kore wa baggu da.   This is a bag.
(2) Kore wa watasi no baggu da.  This is my bag. 	

-36-
(3) Kore wa anata no baggu da.  This is your bag.
(4) Kore wa anata no baggu ka?  Is this your bag?
   Un watasi no da.
(5) Kore wa dare no baggu ka?   Whose bag is this?
   Watasi no da.                It’s mine.
(6) Kono baggu wa dare no ka?   Whose is this bag?
   Watasi no da.
(7) Kore wa Takeo no hon da.   This is Takeo’s book.
(8) Kore wa Takeo no hon ka?   Is this Takeo’s book?
   Un Takeo no da.            Yes, it is his.
   Un soo da.                 Yes, that’s right.
(9) Kore wa nani ka?           What is this?
   Kagi da.                    It’s a key.
(10) Kono hito wa dare ka?       Who is this person?
   Yamada-san da.             He is Mr.Yamada. She is Miss(Mrs.) Yamada.
(11) Watasi wa Suzuki Tadao da.  I am Tadao Suzuki.
(12) Watasi wa isya da.           I am a doctor.
(13) Watasi no titi wa isya da.    My father is a doctor.
(14) Watasi no haha wa sensei da.  My mother is a teacher.

Exersises 31: Give monologic and dialogic equivalents for the following.

(1) This is a tomato (tomato).
(2) This is a Japanese car (nihon no kuruma).
(3) Is this a Japanese tomato? Yes, it’s a Japanese tomato. Yes, that’s right.
(4) This is my car.
(5) This is Mr.Yamada’s car (Yamada-san no kuruma).
(6) This is Miss Okada’s bag (Okada-san no baggu).
(7) Is this your bag? Yes, it’s mine.
(8) I am a teacher.
(9) I am your teacher.
(10) You are my teacher.
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